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Whittlesey’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations proved a huge 
success attracting more than 5, 000 visitors. The event had been 
planned for over a year and our enterprising WBro. David Mason, 
as part of the organising team, produced a Masonic display.

To achieve his aim, a Marquee was erected and the community 
had an opportunity to find out about Freemason’s work. Great 
emphasis was put on our Charity distribution highlighting 
that money is also given to non-Masonic causes. Regalias from 
Craft, Chapter, Rose Croix and Knights Templar were displayed 
and WBro. Russ Jackson added his from Grand Lodge.

WBro. Jim Whitehead provided invaluable support by supplying 
literature and items of royal interest along with extensive items 
of Teddy Bear Loving Care’s origin. Grand Lodge Library and 
Museum also provided interesting literature.

Brethren of St Andrew Lodge 4087 made donation items that 
raised £237 for the Whittlesey First Responders. Following 
the afternoon community event everybody enjoyed a four 
hour pop concert that WBro. David had also helped to 
organize. The evening was rounded off as dusk descended 
with a display of fireworks to provide a fitting finale to what 
had been a most enjoyable day.

David Mason

(l to r) WBro. Russell Jackson, WBro. David Mason, Mrs Kay Mayor, Mayor of 
Whittlesey, WBro. Ken Fear and WBro. Geoff Shelton

Whittlesey’s antidote to the Diamond Jubilee

Ely Lodges hold Street Party

All four Ely Lodges combined on 2nd June 2012 to hold a 
“Street Party” to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 
style. Members and their good ladies prepared the food and 
decorated the dining room at Silver Street Masonic Centre. 
About 80 members and guests attended the party that started 
with a drinks reception followed by accessing the now famous 
David Deverson’s Fish bar.

Jellied eels, shrimps, cockles, mussels, whelks were served 
for everybody and especially for the gentry, smoked trout. 
At the tables, cold meat and an infinite variety of salads were 
consumed followed by desserts served buffet style. At the 
end of the meal, the Loyal Toast was taken with a rousing 
rendition of the National Anthem. For entertainment, 
everybody joined in a grand SINGALONG with the words 
projected on to a screen.

In the evening, over £1,000 was raised from a raffle and 
auction of goodies donated by the members for the benefit 
of the Silver Street building fund. WBro. Roy Peacock, 
representing the building committee thanked the many 
people for all their efforts, and presented gifts to those 
involved in the organisation.

The evening was rounded off with a riotous performance of 
“Land of Hope and Glory” with much customary flag waving, 
and finishing with “Auld Lang Syne”. A great evening for all 
who attended and a great result for the building fund.

John Williams

In spring I wrote of 
three great events 
happening this 
year. The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee – 
the London Olympics 
and Paralympics, and 
the Cambridgeshire 
2012 Festival Banquet. 
What a triumph all 
three events turned 
out to be.

The Banquet, master-
minded by VWBro. 
Tim Pearce-Higgins, 
in the presence of 
our special guest, 
MWProGrand Master 

Peter Lowndes, and well over 300 other brethren and their 
wives, was everything I could have wished for. I was so proud 
to announce the total of £1,283,164 for the Freemason’s Grand 
Charity which simply took everybody’s breath away.

The Province’s fund-raising, so splendidly co-ordinated by 
WBro. Stuart Lingard, proved once again what an incredible 
Province Cambridgeshire is, and how extraordinarily lucky 
and privileged I am to be its Provincial Grand Master.

The new Masonic season has begun, and I have two new 
deputies. Tim Pearce-Higgins in the Craft has given way to 
Bill Dastur, and Russell Jackson took over from Roger Impey 
in June. I’m sure you will join with me in wishing the new 
boys well – and in thanking the retirees Tim and Roger for 
everything they have done so willingly and whole-heartedly 
for so many years. I could not have had better men at my side.
I wish you all a very happy and satisfying Masonic year.

Rodney Wolverson

Message from the Provincial Grand Master



Sesquicentennial Anniversary at Euclid Royal Arch Chapter No 859

Companions of Euclid Royal Arch 
Chapter No 859 celebrated their 
150th Anniversary at Bateman 
Street, Cambridge on the 15th May 
2012. E. Comp. Des Hinshelwood, 
E. Comp. Edmund Brookes and E. 
Comp. Neil McKittrick occupied 
the respective chairs of Z, H and J.

Following the Minutes of the 
previous Convocation, E. Comp. 
David Adams, Scribe Ezra, read 
those of the first Convocation, 
held on 25th February 1862,  
after the Consecration of the 
Chapter on 14th February 1862.  
E. Comp Adams then read the Minutes of the subsequent 
Emergency Convocation held on 26th May 1862.

On the occasion of this important celebration, ME. Comp. 
David Williamson, Third Grand Principal presented a Supreme 
Grand Chapter Certificate to Comp. Christopher Flood in a most 
informative and illuminating way. E. Comp. Edmund Brookes 
then gave a masterly presentation of the Symbolic Lecture 
that was received with acclamation by the Companions.

The Convocation ended with the presentation of a paper 
entitled “The Historical Context to the Principal Sojourner’s 

Speech of Introduction” by E Comp. Lewis Cohen. The paper 
was supported by maps and other historical information 
and was delivered in a scholarly and eloquent manner.

The Chapter was honoured by the presence of the Third Grand 
Principal, E. Comp. Rodney Wolverson, Grand Superintendent, 
E. Comp. Roger Impey, Deputy Grand Superintendent, E. 
Comp. Bob Lovesey, Grand Superintendent of Bedfordshire 
and E. Comp. Wayne Williams, Grand Superintendent of 
Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire.

Peter Sutton

Congratulations to Ill. Bro. Jeremy Miller who was promoted 
to the 31st Degree on Thursday 2nd February this year at a 
ceremony hosted by Cantabrigia Rose Croix Chapter No 112.

Because Jeremy is a wheelchair user and would have found 
attending a ceremony at Duke Street in London a problem, 
the Supreme Council gave permission for a shorter version 
of the ceremony to be performed in Cambridge. Inspector 
General VIll. Bro. Dr Nigel Williams, 33rd Degree, carried out 
the ceremony.

Over 70 Brethren attended, including VIII. Bro. Graham 
Redman, 33rd Degree, Inspector General for the St. John’s 
Group, London and Ill. Bro. Rodney Wolverson 32nd Degree, 
Provincial Grand Master of Cambridgeshire. The evening 
concluded with a harmonious festive board.

John How

Ill. Bro. Jeremy Miller attains 31st Degree

Ill. Bros. Stuart Lingard 30°, John How 32°, Jeremy Miller 31°, VIll. Bro. Nigel 
Williams 33° IG and E&PP John McCormick 18° MWS

The East Anglia’s Children’s 
Hospices (EACH) at 
Milton has been given 
a donation of £2,750 by 
The Masonic Order of the 
Red Cross of Constantine 
with a supplementary 
contribution from the 
Grand Sovereign’s 
Children Fund.

This is to help EACH in 
its appeal for an Outdoor 
Play Area in the Milton 
Hospice, Cambridge.

The East Anglia’s Children’s 
Hospices consists of a 
group of three hospices. 
They are situated in 
Norfolk, Ipswich and 
Cambridge and it has 
been a custom for our 
Province to contribute to 
the hospices.

The Masonic Order 
of the Red Cross of 
Constantine is going to be 
acknowledged on a major 
donations honours board 
at the Milton Hospice.

David Adams

Red Cross Donation of £2750 to EACH



Some of the Events before...

The Great Fen Walk

Newmarket Beer Festival

The Masters - not a green jacket in sight!

Just messing about on the water

He’s behind you!

The sport of kings



...the Festival Banquet

£1,283,164



WBro. John Ephraim Seaman MBE, PProvGW was initiated in 
Martin Folkes Lodge No. 6622, in the Province of Norfolk on the 
23rd January 1952 and was raised on the 25th March the following 
year. In 1965 he became Worshipful Master of the Lodge.

During his time in Norfolk, he served as Assistant Director of 
Ceremonies from 1977 until 1980 and took over as Director of 
Ceremonies from 1980 to 1993. He returned to the Worshipful 
Master’s Chair for a second time in 1996.

In 1974, John became a Founder Member of the Maid’s Head 
Lodge No. 8558. When he was Immediate Past Master in 
1991, he again became a Founder Member, this time of the 
Ephraimites Lodge No. 9442 where eventually he became its 
Chaplain from 1997 to 2001.

As an acknowledgement of his contribution to Norfolk 
Masonry, he was appointed Provincial Assistant Grand Director 
of Ceremonies in 1972, and promoted to Past Provincial Grand 
Director of Ceremonies in 1990. The Millennium year saw him 
invested as Provincial Junior Grand Warden.

John joined the Descensus Aquarum Lodge No. 8655 and 
Caldwell Chapter No. 2727 in the Province of Cambridgeshire. 
He became Worshipful Master of the former in 1992 and MEZ 
of the latter in 1971. He has similarly been honoured with 
Provincial Office in Cambridgeshire.

Despite a heavy commitment in serving two Provinces, he also 
joined the Mark Degree to become Master in 1990 and Rose 
Croix where the 30th Degree was conferred on him in 1994.

Also very much involved in community affairs, John was 
awarded an MBE for his services to Education and to East 
Cambridgeshire District Council where he was Councillor 
for 20 years and Chairman of the Council for two years. This 
accolade came in the 1998 Birthday Honours list.

The Editorial Board wishes John the warmest congratulations 
and hope he will continue to enjoy Freemasonry and all 
that it entails.

Michael Allan

John celebrates 60 years in the Craft

RWBro. Rodney Wolverson with WBro. John Seaman - Photograph by Shaun Scott

The Maid’s Head Lodge No. 8558’s Demonstration Team 
gave a performance of its latest production at the Kynaston 
Lodge No. 5810 meeting on Thursday 26th April 2012.

“William Preston – The Evolution of our Ritual” was written 
and directed by WBro. Gary W. Allen. The play dramatically 
follows the evolution of our ritual by the well-known 
Freemason William Preston (1742 – 1818). It was presented 
in seven scenes, starting from a meeting of a few brethren 
in March 1763 to discuss the formation of a new Lodge.

The production was in full period costume, lasted for over 
an hour and was very well received by the audience.

At the Festive Board a cheque for £400 was presented to 
WBro. Tom Hatchett, Secretary of the Demonstration Team, 
who very kindly returned it to the Lodge as a contribution 
to the Province of Cambridgeshire’s Festival 2012.

Peter Langran

Norfolk Demonstration Team in Cambridge

Norfolk Provincial Demonstration Team Visit Cambridge 

On Thursday 26th April 2012, Kynaston Lodge, was privileged to have the 
Maid’s Head Lodge No.8558 Demonstration team from the Province of 
Norfolk attend its meeting.  The purpose of the visit was to present their latest 
production “William Preston – The Evolution of our Ritual” 

The team arrived at midday to set up their equipment in the large temple and 
spent the rest of the afternoon rehearsing and arranging the lighting and 
settings.   After some refreshments, provided by the lodge, all was then set for 
the evening’s performance. 

The play, which has been written and directed by WBro. Gary W Allen, 
dramatically follows the evolution of our ritual by the well known Freemason 
William Preston.  It was presented in seven scenes starting from a meeting of 
a few brethren in March 1763 to discuss the formation of a new lodge.  The 
production, in full period costume, lasted for over an hour and was very well 
received by all in attendance.  The WM, WBro. Alan Upex, thanked the team 
on behalf of Kynaston Lodge and guests and we retired to the festive board 
where it was apparent from the remarks made that every-one enjoyed the 
demonstration. 

A cheque for around £400 was presented to WBro. Tom Hatchett, Secretary to 
the team, and which he then very kindly returned to the Lodge for the 
Cambridgeshire Province 2012 Festival. 

A good night was had by all. 
 
       Peter Langran 

 

Members of the Maid’s Head Lodge No.8558 Demonstration Team 



In our last issue we reported the Bro. John Creek was 
going to swim the English Channel. Well, after months 
of training, swimming every morning before work, 
swimming six hours in Malta to qualify for the official 
entry, achieving up to ten hours continuous swimming 
in Dover every weekend and finally being registered with 
the Channel Swimming Association John completed his 
ambition on Sunday 12th August 2012.

It took John 17 hours and 15 minutes and approximately 
56,000 strokes between Shakespeare Beach near Folkestone 
and Wissant Beach in France. During his wet journey he 
encountered tankers, jelly fish, rubbish and several bouts of 
paranoia. Now he joins an elite club of only 866 swimmers 
who have completed the crossing since the first one by 
Captain Matthew Webb in 1873.

John’s greatest achievement and honour is that so far he has raised £3,000 for two children. Molly Moore aged 9 who has PHACE 
syndrome and Maxwell Knight aged 8 who was born with type II Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Both children deserve all the help anyone 
can provide for them. It is not too late for YOU to make a donation - visit www.fatboy-swim.org.uk.

Congratulations to Bro. John - Cross Channel Swimmer

WBro. William Dastur, who takes over 
from VWBro. Tim Pearce-Higgins as the 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master; WBro. 
David Blair, the new Provincial Grand 
Treasurer; WBro. Paul Gillingwater, the 
new Provincial Grand Charity Steward; 
EComp. Russell Jackson, who has 
taken over from EComp. Roger Impey 
as Deputy Grand Superintendent, 
and EComp. Pat Kilby who has been 
appointed Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra.

Finally, congratulations also go to Bro. 
John Creek (see article below), the 
successful cross-channel swimmer and 
to Bro. Karl Bates (pictured left in his new 
car), Inner Guard of Granta Lodge No. 
6179, the lucky winner of the Kia Picanto 
in the Festival Grand Draw.

The Province is very grateful to WBro. 
Danny Ellis for the most generous 
donation of the car.

Michael Allan

Congratulations

Editor’s Column

What a year this has been and how wonderful to end the huge effort of everyone over the 
last few years with such a spectacular Festival total. Now we start the new Masonic season 
with plenty to remember but equally plenty to look forward to, not least the good food and 
companionship we all share at our meetings.

This is our fifth edition of the Newsletter and I do apologize for any articles that have been 
omitted on this occasion. I promise to try and include some of the pieces in the next issue. As 
always please keep copy and photographs coming. So for the moment I wish you all the very 
best for the coming months and, of course, for the New Year.

Michael Allan

WBro. William Dastur WBro. David Blair WBro. Paul Gillingwater

EComp. Russell Jackson EComp. Pat Kilby Bro. Karl Bates

The Editorial Board would like to express their best wishes and congratulations to the following:



EDITORIAL BOARD
WBro. Michael Allan – Editor

WBro. John Sherriff – Provincial Grand Secretary
WBro. Brian Elliott – Photographer

WBro. Peter Sutton – Provincial Information Officer
WBro. Michael Hinton – Layout

Please send any material for future issues to pgsec@pglcambs.org.uk
The Editorial Board has accepted the information published in this issue in good faith and cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracies.

The Social Issues Research Centre conducted interviews with Freemasons at various 
stages in their Masonic careers and discussed with the Grand Secretary his vision of the 
direction Freemasonry should move in order to demonstrate its true role and relevance 
in contemporary society. As a member, a Freemason enjoys a sense of trust and benefits 
from a network of friends. He is able to develop social skills and self-confidence which 
transcends the demarcations of social status and wealth generally found in society.

The opportunity to fund a wide range of charitable organisations that benefit society 
was given as a strong reason for becoming a Freemason. However, it was felt that 
the general public did not always recognize the contribution made to non-Masonic 
charities. Ritual distinguishes Freemasonry from most social groups. It is viewed as 
the transmission of moral codes, a sense of becoming a better person and achieving 
confidence and accomplishment.

In future, the pursuit of openness and transparency is welcomed and these 
developments are seen as a key to the relevance of Freemasonry in the 21st century, 
although there are some concerns at losing distinctive characteristics of Freemasonry 
as we seek to modernise. The retention of core tenets is considered very important.

A mentoring scheme has been introduced to encourage progression and participation 
of new members. There is already evidence of success by the reduction in new members 
leaving in the first two years. A sense of affiliation and belonging is considered more 
relevant than ever before, thus providing a unique combination of friendship and 
structure in a competitive and fragmented society.

Finally, as the role of the state reduces there is a greater need for the provision of 
services by voluntary organisations, a process with which Freemasons can identify.

Peter Sutton

The Future of Freemasonry - Report by The Social Issues Research Centre

Three local Charities supported by Kynaston Lodge No 5810 and the Provincial Charity for Care and Relief received cheques of £500 
each on Wednesday 11th July 2012 at Freemasons Hall, Bateman Street Cambridge. WBro. Alan Upex, Worshipful Master of Kynaston 
Lodge was delighted to present cheques to the following representatives:

Shelagh Robertson, Trustee of The Way Project 
(The Waterbeach and Landbeach Action for 
Youth) an organisation that aims to help and 
educate young people aged between 11-19 
years living within the parishes, by providing 
activities such as a Youth Club and support 
sessions for the older members needing help 
and guidance;

Sally Nott, Fundraiser for Cam Sight, a local 
organisation that provides support for the visually 
impaired, their carers and family;

Ian Wilson, Chairman of the Friends of Meldreth 
Manor and Orchard Manor. These are specialist 
homes for disabled children run by Scope UK. 
The Friends raise funds to provide additional 
facilities and equipment aimed at assisting the 
children’s development.

Bob Wordsworth

Freemasonry at work in Cambridgeshire

(l to r) WBro. Alan Upex, Sally Nott, Ian Wilson, Shelagh Robertson and WBro. Bob Wordsworth


