
Grants of £50,000 were presented to a range of local charities 
at a special evening in Cambridge, organised by WBro. Jim 
Whitehead. The grants were being made by The City and 
University of Cambridge Masonic Charitable Trust and the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Charity representatives were welcomed with refreshments 
on arrival and a light supper before the cheques were 
presented by RWBro. William Dastur, Provincial Grand Master. 
Many took the opportunity to have a conducted tour of the 
Bateman Street premises.

Beneficiaries were the Association of Friends of Cornwallis 
Court, Camb Hearing Help, CamSight, the Carers Trust, Crisis, 
Cruse, Food Cycle, Girl Guides, Headway, Home Start, Jimmy’s 
Cambridge, King’s Hedges School, Lifelites, Mind in Cambs, 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Prostate Cancer Support 
Association, the Red Hen Project, the Scout Association, 
Tom’s Trust, the University of Cambridge Disability Resources 
Centre, Winter Comfort, Changing Faces, Apothecaries.

Peter Sutton
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Lodges in the Province are being urged to support the Members 
Pathway project, which aims to help with the three Rs – 
recruitment, retention and retrieval.

Launched by Grand Lodge, the Members 
Pathway is essentially a guide with a 
structured approach to be used by lodges to 
attract, encourage and introduce potential 
new members, and at the same time to retain 
and add value to existing membership.

Leading the project in Cambridgeshire is 
the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, WBro. 
Pat Kilby, who is supported by membership 
officer, WBro. Peter Vipers, along with 
Provincial Mentor, WBro. John West and 
Provincial Almoner, WBro. George Brennan.

In September, lodge secretaries received a 
briefing and essential literature about the 
project, and work on this in lodges should 
now be underway. Training for all areas of 
the project will be organised.

It has the full backing of the Provincial Grand Master, RWBro. 
William Dastur, who said: “This is an excellent initiative from 
UGLE enabling us to harness the best practice and techniques for 
recruitment, retention and retrieval”.

“It will undoubtedly assist us to strengthen further this fine 
Province. It has my total support and I trust you will all embrace 
it enthusiastically.”

The process has eleven steps beginning 
with lodge planning as step one and ending 
with retrieving members as step eleven. 
To get the ball rolling, all lodges are being 
asked to appoint a membership officer and 
to create a lodge profile.

Support from the Provincial team will be 
given to membership officers to help them to 
create the lodge profile, which will have the 
added use of placing potential candidates, 
who make contact with Province first, with 
the most suitable lodge for them.

The profile, which is described as “a detailed 
and up-to-date description of the lodge” will 
be used to attract and identify prospective 
members and may be used to produce 
promotional material.

“We need your help to ensure we direct potential candidates 
to a lodge that will suit them, and will be happy to receive 
their application,” said WBro. Kilby.

Cliff Brown

Local charities benefit from £50,000 grants



The new masonic season has 
begun, and I hope that you are 
all looking forward to it as much 
as I am. There are a number 
of interesting initiatives and 
events, which will make this 
year every bit as exciting and 
challenging as the Tercentenary 
celebrations which were 
culminating this time last year.

Our Seventh Festival of Carols 
will be held on 7th December at 
Ely Cathedral and this year we 

are supporting the cathedral and SSAFA – particularly fitting 
I believe in the year we are remembering 100 years since the 
Armistice and all the sacrifice and suffering of those who 
fought for this country.

We have as our celebrity this year, Ruthie Henshall, who I am 
sure is going to make it yet another special evening and a 
great start to the Christmas festivities. Do please bring your 
families and friends so that yet again we can fill the Cathedral. 
Tickets are selling fast so I recommend that you do not leave 
it to the last minute.

The 2023 Festival to support the MCF, which we launched in 
the spring of this year, is in full swing and you are going to 
hear a lot about it over the next year both in your lodges and 
from me. Please support it generously. The MCF is our charity, 
which is there to provide funds and assistance to you and your 
loved ones in time of need as well as many other deserving 
causes. It is totally dependent on freemasons for its funding 
so let’s be sure Cambridgeshire does its duty.

I should like to thank all those who supported our two 
Provincial meetings in June on what was as usual another warm 
day. It was a pleasure to welcome the Third Grand Principal 
EComp. Gareth Jones and I know he was very impressed by 
the warmth of your welcome and thoroughly enjoyed his visit.

The new Membership Pathway initiative is being rolled 
out across the Province in the next few months under the 
expert guidance and leadership of WBro. Pat Kilby, our new 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and his recently formed 
implementation team. This is an excellent initiative from UGLE 
enabling us to harness the best practice and techniques for 
recruitment, retention and retrieval. It will undoubtedly assist 
us to strengthen further this fine Province. It has my total 
support and I trust you will all embrace it enthusiastically.

Later in the autumn, you will see the launch of a new Learning 
and Development Programme supported by an expansive 
database called Solomon. WBro. Harry Rooke, the Provincial 
Education Officer, is leading the implementation and I know it 
will be very helpful tool for many of you.

I hope you will enjoy the latest edition of The Cambridgeshire 
Mason with its many stories and pictures from the last six months.

I look forward to meeting many of you over the next few months. 
This is a great Province and I get so much enjoyment from leading 
it but more especially from engaging with all of you.

Bill Dastur

The Provincial Grand Master says...

Tickets are selling fast for the popular Festival of Carols held at 
Ely Cathedral and supported by Cambridgeshire Freemasons. 
Star of the big event will be the West End star Ruthie Henshall.
The Festival of Carols takes place on 7th December from 7.15pm 
and, to in conjunction with the national commemorations to 
mark the end of the First World War, proceeds will be in aid of 
SSAFA, the Armed Forces charity.

This particular events has been supporting local charities since 
2006 and has raised in the region of £250,000. The spectacular 
evening includes music by the Ely Cathedral choir, The Ely 
Imps and Ruthie Henshall, interspersed with seasonal reading 
and poems by local personalities.

The box office opened on 10th September, with tickets price 
at £12.50, £18, £25 and £35, with additional pre-concert and 
interval champagne reception tickets for the Lady Chapel 
costing £20. The box office (Mon-Sat 9.30am-4.00pm) telephone 
number is 01353 660349 or visit www.elycathedral.org.

Paul Gillingwater

Friday 7 December 2018 
7.15pm

A spectacular evening in 
celebration of Christmas 
with music by the Ely 
Cathedral Choir, The Ely 
Imps and featuring special 
guest, Ruthie Henshall, 
interspersed with seasonal 
readings and poems.

Tickets: £35, £25, £18, £12.50

Box office: 01353 660349 
www.elycathedral.org

Supported by  
The Cambridgeshire Freemasons  
in aid of SSAFA and Ely Cathedral

Design: Lisa Gifford

Ruthie Henshall to star at Festival of Carols

http://www.elycathedral.org


The Deputy Provincial Grand Master

The new Deputy Provincial Grand Master, WBro. Pat Kilby 
PAGDC was installed in June at the annual meeting of the 
Provincial Grand Lodge. Watched by a large number of 
Masons from the Province, as well as distinguished guests, he 
was installed by the Provincial Grand Master, RWBro. William 
Dastur, and replaced VWBro. John Sherriff PGSwdB. Both WBro. 
Kilby and VWBro. Sherriff had previously served as Provincial 
Grand Secretary before stepping up to be Deputy ProvGM.

Born in 1948 in Cambridge, Patrick Brian Kilby spent his early 
years in Soham before joining the building industry, occupying 
many roles and working on such prestigious buildings as the 
Wren Library in Cambridge. A change in career path led him 
to join the Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service in 1978 
completing the full term of employment and retiring in 2008.

During a long and eventful career, he attained the rank of 
District Manager [Group Manager] with responsibility for the 
East Cambridgeshire and Fenland Districts as well as being 
a member of the senior management team. His service was 
recognised with the award of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
Medal and the Queen’s Fire Brigade Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. His responsibilities also included being a 
senior examiner for the National Fire Service Examination 
Board and branch secretary for the International Institution of 
Fire Engineers, of which he was also a corporate member. He 
married Marion in 1970 and they have two children, Rebecca 
and Mathew, and now live in Waterbeach.

The new Deputy ProvGM’s Masonic career started when he 
was initiated into the Gild of St Mary Lodge No. 7288 in 1990. 
He became its Worshipful Master in 1996. His first Provincial 
appointment was as Provincial Senior Grand Deacon in 2003, 
followed by promotions to Past Provincial Grand Sword 
Bearer in 2009 and Past Provincial Junior Grand Warden and 
Provincial Grand Secretary in 2014. Grand Rank followed in 
2016, when he was appointed Past Assistant Grand Director of 
Ceremonies. He is also a member of Cambridgeshire Installed 
Masters Lodge No. 7429 and is currently its Junior Warden.

In the Holy Royal Arch, he is a member of Pythagoras 
Chapter No. 88, having been exalted in 1995, and was its First 
Principal in 2005.

His first Provincial Office in the Royal Arch was in 2009 as 
Provincial Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies, followed by 
being appointed Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra in 2012 until 
2014 when he became Provincial Grand Secretary in the Craft. 
Supreme Grand Chapter honoured him with the rank of Past 
Grand Standard Bearer in 2014.

WBro. Kilby is also an active member of the Ancient and 
Accepted Rite, being a member of Three Virtues Rose Croix 
Chapter No. 972 and was its Sovereign in 2015, after which he 
was promoted to the 30th Degree.

Outside Freemasonry he is very much a family man and 
has a keen interest in country pursuits. Since retirement, he 
has been kept busy supporting his family and enjoying the 
company of grandson Henry.

Taking over from WBro. Kilby as Provincial Grand Secretary is 
WBro. Kevin Mader, of Gild of St Mary Lodge No. 7288.

Cliff Brown

Charity stewards of lodges in the Province are working 
hard to encourage brethren to support Festival 2023 
and help hit the target of at least £900,000 for the 
Masonic Charitable Foundation over its five years.

Some brethren are already making regular payments 
and wear the festival jewel. Qualification for a Festival 
Steward’s jewel requires a commitment to donate £400 
over the five years of the festival, which would require a 
regular payment promise of £80 a year. Once a regular 
payment commitment had been made, brethren receive 
their jewel and may wear it immediately.

The Provincial Grand Master, RWBro. William Dastur 
has stressed the need for responsible giving and that 
Brethren should not be pushed beyond their means. He 
made particular emphasis on gift aid, regular payments and 
one-off donations, which could all be organised through 
local charity stewards.

Writing in the Provincial Yearbook, the ProvGM said: 
“We have a duty and a challenge to do our utmost over 
the next five years to raise as much as we can so that in 
autumn 2023 at the Festival Banquet, we can look back 
with pride and confirm that Cambridgeshire has again 
exceeded expectations.” Many lodges have organised or 
are planning festival events to raise money for the MCF.

“I hope that all of us, together with our families and 
friends, will embrace the opportunity to come up 
with innovative and imaginative new ways of raising 
funds whilst also ensuring that every activity is 
enjoyable,” said RWBro. Dastur. “This should be a great 
way of having fun and working together whether it 

be at a lodge meeting, social event or in some new personal 
challenge. If we can involve the local community, and 
continue to explain why Freemasonry is such a force for 
good in so many ways, so much the better.”

Cliff Brown

Are you supporting our Festival 2023?



In a surprise announcement at Provincial Grand Chapter, the 
ME Grand Superintendent revealed the introduction of a 
new Certificate of Service to Royal Arch Masonry and its first 
recipient. The honour of being the first to receive what will be 
an infrequent award went to EComp. Richard Graham, of Gray 
Chapter No. 4334 at Chatteris.

“I honour companions in this Province by appointing them to 
office in Provincial Grand Chapter; however, I am conscious 
that very occasionally there is a companion who has given 
very exceptional service to Royal Arch Masonry over many 
years, who deserves something extra,” said the ME Grand Supt, 
William Dastur, during the annual convocation on 20th June at 
The Guildhall, Cambridge.

In announcing the first award, the Grand Supt highlighted 
EComp. Graham’s career in the Royal Arch. He was exalted in 
1983 and first installed as Zerubbabel of Gray Chapter in 1998. 
He went on to serve as Z for seven times and, said the Grand 
Supt, apart from serving Gray Lodge as its Master in 1999 and 
2001, he has “devoted his masonic life to supporting his own 
chapter, as well as his lodge with exemplary service”.

He said EComp. Graham had supported his chapter in “every 
way possible, standing in when others were absent in any 
office and always offering advice in his quiet kindly manner”. 
He was Provincial Grand Sword Bearer in 2002 and Provincial 
Grand Scribe Nehemiah in 2008.

“For this unparalleled service to his chapter especially and the 
Province in particular, I am pleased to award him my first Certificate 
of Service to Royal Arch Masonry,” said ME Comp Dastur.

Cliff Brown

First recipient of Royal Arch award

Third Grand Principal’s message at Provincial Grand Chapter

Recruitment and retention of members in the Royal Arch was 
the key theme of addresses made to the Provincial Grand 
Chapter meeting on 20th June at The Guildhall, Cambridge.

In a thought-provoking speech to assembled companions, 
the main guest, the ME Third Grand Principal Gareth Jones 
OBE (pictured right with ME Comp. Dastur) congratulated the 
Province on being slightly above the national average in terms 
of recruitment to the Royal Arch.

While nationally, 40 per cent of Craft Masons join the Royal 
Arch, in Cambridgeshire it is 41.5 percent belonging to 
chapters in the Province, but, as the Third Grand Principal 
stressed “there is still room for improvement” with six out of 
every 10 Craft Masons not being exalted into the Royal Arch 
being “a challenge for us all”.

ME Comp Jones stressed: “It is never too early to talk about 
the Royal Arch” and to encourage Masons to join when the 
time is right for them. Equally important is the need to have 
follow-up discussions with those who may later find the 
time is right. Urging all members and chapters to accept 
the challenge, he highlighted the need for enthusiastic and 
committed Royal Arch Liaison Officers in each Lodge, who at 
least once a year should talk about joining the Royal Arch in 
their Lodge meetings.

While chapters need to attract members, they must ensure 
those who join remain as members. Therefore, retention was 
equally important. If companions leave because they do not 
enjoy the meetings or do not understand the ceremony, 
then it is “our responsibility to manage their expectations, 
make ceremonies interesting and involve them, if they want 
it.” He stressed the need for good quality, learned ritual and, 
where possible, shared ritual.

In his address, the ME Grand Superintendent, William Dastur, 
described the ME Third Grand Principal’s speech as “challenging 
and inspiring”, adding that Supreme Grand Chapter hoped to 
reach 50 per cent of Craft members joining the Royal Arch. In 
fact, he revealed, more than 50 per cent of Cambridgeshire 
Craft Masons belong to the Royal Arch when taking into 
account membership of chapters outside the Province.

ME Comp Dastur urged chapters to keep their varied 
ceremonies attractive and relevant, and that new companions 
should feel the ceremony was something special. He 
continued: “Not every Companion is a born ritualist,” adding 
that no-one should be prevented from reaching the Principals’ 
chairs, but must demonstrate a commitment.

Cliff Brown



Members and visitors to The 
Cambridgeshire Lodge of 
Provincial Grand Stewards No. 
9927 in September could not 
fail to be impressed by the 
hirsute Worshipful Master.

For WBro. Peter Brindle was 
sporting an impressive set 
of whiskers and it’s all for his 
part in a major celebration at 
Freemasons’ Hall in London 
on 10th November to mark 
the centenary of the Armistice. After the event he is considering 
seeking sponsorship to either retain or remove the facial hair.

Hosted by the Victoria Rifles Lodge No. 822 (the Installed Masters’ 
Lodge of the Circuit of Service Lodges), the event, which is its 
installation meeting, will have Masters from the 1,154 remaining 
Hall Stone Lodges in attendance. The meeting in the Grand 
Temple will recognise the part those Hall Stone lodges played in 
the funding of Freemasons’ Hall, which is a memorial to Masons 
who died serving their country in the 1914-18 war.

Members of the 35 Circuit Lodges will parade their banners 
in a procession including In-Pensioners from The Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea, Yeoman Warders from The Tower of 
London, and military Freemasons from around the country. 
Some members of Victoria Rifles Lodge will be dressed as 
servicemen of the First World War. A retired Wing Commander, 
Peter, who is also Victoria Rifles Lodge’s secretary, will be 
dressed as an RAF officer of the period complete with his 
carefully grown ‘foliage’ (his description).

“I am thinking of seeking sponsorship for its removal, 
although a number of people have said I should keep it (not 
Pauline). I thought I might create two sponsorship pages 
– one for off and one for keep – and follow (at least until 
marital harmony is threatened) the wishes of the one raising 
the most money,” said Peter.

Cliff Brown

The aim of informing the public about Freemasonry is being 
boosted again this year with the help of the Province’s 
publicity ‘caravan’. The first outing earlier this year was at the 
annual St George’s Festival held in March. Bro. Gavin Philpott 
secured a prime site for the van, and WBro. David Watson and 
WBro. John Surbey prepared it for the visit.

Its appearance in March prompted a lot of interest from the public, 
and there was also a visit from WBro. David Staples, Chief Executive 
of UGLE, just prior to his being appointed Grand Secretary.

“It was nice to see the Grand secretary in waiting come and 
show an interest in what we were doing and thanks to those 
who came to help man the stand,” said WBro. Brian Sutton. A 
trip to the Haddenham Steam Fair was the van’s second outing.

Brian Sutton

Invested in June as the new Second Provincial Grand Principal 
was EComp. David Blair. A member of Euclid Chapter No. 859, 
he takes over from EComp. Charles Overland, of Etheldreda 
Chapter No. 809. Remaining as Third Provincial Grand Principal 
is EComp. Brian Elliott, of Kynaston Chapter No. 5810. They 
were invested at the meeting of Provincial Grand Chapter, 
held at The Guildhall, Cambridge.

The new Provincial Grand Wardens were also invested in June 
at the annual meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge. The new 
Senior Warden is WBro. Gordon Easton, of Fenland Farmers’ 
Lodge No. 9933 and the new Junior Warden is WBro. Bob 
Wordsworth, of Kynaston Lodge No. 5810.

Cliff Brown

Provincial appointments

(l to r): EComp. David Blair (2ProvGP), MEComp. William Dastur (ME Grand 
Superintendent), EComp. Brian Elliott (3ProvGP).

(l to r): WBro. Bob Wordsworth (ProvJGW), WBro. Pat Kilby (DepProvGM), 
RWBro. William Dastur (ProvGM) and WBro. Gordon Easton (ProvSGW).

Van gets on the road

(l) WBro. Dave Pullen, WM of Caldwell Lodge No. 3201, outside the van in 
March and (r) WBro. John Surbey at Haddenham Steam Fair.
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Hair-raising achievement



Having been initiated into St Audrey Lodge No. 2727 at Ely 
in 1957, WBro. Oliver Fyson MBE has celebrated 60 years in 
Freemasonry. Due to ill health, WBro. Fyson, who was 94 in 
September, was unable to attend the lodge to receive his 
special certificate awarded by the Provincial Grand Master, so it 
was presented by the lodge’s treasurer, WBro. Andrew Borland.

Initiated on 10th December 1957, WBro. Fyson was Worshipful 
Master in 1969. He was First Principal of Caldwell Chapter in 
1973 and holds the rank of Past 3rd Prov GP (active in 1991). 
He was made an MBE in the New Year’s Honours of 1987 for 
services to the mechanical engineering industry.

Andrew Borland

At a recent meeting of the Old Leysian 
Lodge No. 4520, the Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master presented a certificate to 
WBro. Jonathan Dowson to celebrate 
his 50 years in Freemasonry.

WBro. Dowson was educated at The 
Leys School, Cambridge, at Queens’ 
College, Cambridge and St Thomas’s 
Medical School. He moved to Edinburgh 
in 1967 for postgraduate training in 
psychiatry at the Royal Edinburgh 
Hospital. Made a Fellow of the Royal College of Psychiatrists 
in 1972, he was awarded a PhD at Edinburgh in the same year. 
In 1977 he was appointed as Honorary Consultant Psychiatrist 
and University Lecturer in Psychiatry at Cambridge University, 
based at Addenbrooke’s Hospital.

He was initiated into the Old Leysian Lodge in 1967, where 
he was WM in 1973. He joined Jerusalem Lodge No. 197 in 
1978 and was a Grand Steward in 1984 and 2011. He was 
appointed to the Grand Rank of Past Assistant Grand Director 
of Ceremonies in 1994.

He married Lynn Dothie in 1965 and has three children. He 
is a Freeman of the Horners’ Company and has been a Fellow 
Commoner at Queens’ College since 1985.

Kevin Mulley

Long service of Thirkill Past Master

Long service award for Old Leysian Past Master

The senior Past Master of Thirkill Lodge No. 7333 has 
celebrated 50 years in Freemasonry. At the lodge’s meeting on 
21st May, WBro. Doug Forsdyke PPSGW, who was Worshipful 
Master in 1977, was honoured by a presentation of a special 
certificate by the Provincial Grand Master, RWBro. William 
Dastur. The ProvGM gave a resume of the Masonic career of 
WBro. Forsdyke, which took some time as he has achieved 
much during his 50 years.

Dave Kirkham

Six decades of service

Pictured with WBro. Forsdyke (centre) is WBro. Graham Murray, WM of Thirkill 
Lodge, and the ProvGM, RWBro. William Dastur. Photograph by Bro. Tony Orfeo.

On behalf of the Freemasons in Wisbech, the Wisbech Masonic 
Benevolent Fund presented a cheque for £500 in support of 
the tremendous work done at the Alan Hudson Day Treatment 
Centre for the local community in the town.

Michelle Knight, matron for the centre, which is an Arthur Rank 
Hospice Charity, said: “I have been the nurse in charge of this 
department for nearly 12 years. During this time, I have seen 
the department grow and provide more and more services 
aimed at improving the cancer journey and palliative care for 
people locally.

“We have only been able to achieve this with charitable 
support, which has also assisted us communicating our 
service provision to the community. We are entering an 
exciting period which will see the commencement of our 
redevelopment works, which will provide much needed space 
to continue our work.

“This expansion will enable us to start a bereavement support 
group (scheduled for February 2019) and expand our day therapy 
service to be able to accept patients with complex disabilities.”

Bob Kidger

Day Centre support

John Groom, Michelle Knight, Eileen Phillips (volunteer) and Bob Kidger.



A charity helped by the Province is organising into a series of 
workshops for people who are concerned about their hearing. 
Cambridge Hearing Help is offering places to members, who may 
well benefit, as a gesture for some of the help that Freemasons 
have given, since the days when CHH was known as CAMTAD.

Details are as follows:
Saturday 20th October, 9.30am-noon at The Abbey Room, 
Christchurch, Newmarket Rd, Cambridge, CB1 1HT.
Thursday 15th November, 10.30am–1pm, The C3 Centre, 
Brooks Rd, Cambridge, CB1 3HR.
Saturday 8th December, 9.30am–noon, The Abbey Room, as above.

Those interested should book a place via the website: 
cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk

Jim Whitehead

Wisbech cheque to Citizen’s Advice Do you need hearing help?

Representatives of the Gild of Holy Trinity Lodge No. 6125 at 
Wisbech have presented a cheque for £650 to a local Citzen’s 
Advice office.

Raised at a special collection and festive board raffle, the 
cheque was donated in recognition of the considerable sum 
of money raised by Mrs Mary Grevatt, wife of WBro. John 
Grevatt, by the sale of marmalades and preserves over many 
years in aid of Masonic charities.

Instead of a gift Mary asked that the money be donated to her 
chosen charity, the Wisbech office of Citizen’s Advice Rural Cambs, 
where she has been a volunteer advisor for more than 30 years.

The offices of Citizen’s Advice Rural Cambs, which handles 
more than 11,000 general public enquiries annually is funded 
by charitable donations. The majority of workers are volunteers 
with a small team of paid specialist staff. Enquiries range from 
marital and homelessness to debt and consumer queries.

Staff dealt with more than £6 million of debt and secured 
£420,000 of benefits for clients in 2016 alone. Pressure on 
Citizen’s Advice finances has been severely increased recently 
as local and County Council donations have virtually dried up 
under their own financial pressures.

Bob Kidger

abriffett@blueyonder.co.uk
briffettcreative.co.uk

m:07963 072374

Did you answer diffi  cult or almost 
impossible to those questions?

•  Come along to our FREE 
face-to-face workshop or online 
course to learn how to manage 
your hearing diffi  culties better.

•  Bring your partner or a friend 
so you can learn together.

Supported by

 Conversations with 
friends in a busy pub 
or restaurant

Chat between people 
at a family party 
or social group

For more information visit

cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.
uk/living-well 

or call 01223 849798

 Points being made during 
a bustling business meeting 
or conference call

abriffett@blueyonder.co.uk
briffettcreative.co.uk

m:07963 072374

0667-22 
Living with hearing loss poster

How easy is it for you 
to hear the following?

Farmers donate to Alzheimer’s Association

A cheque for £800 has been presented by WBro. Gordon 
Easton, IPM of Fenland Farmers’ Lodge No. 9933, to the 
Peterborough Branch of the Alzheimer’s Association. The 
money was donated from the Master’s fund, for which money 
is raised by raffles at the festive board. Gordon is currently 
Provincial Senior Grand Warden.

Danny Ellis

The hand over (left to right): WBro. Stan Poulten, Karen, senior administrator 
at Wisbech CA, Mary Grevatt, Wisbech CA, and WBro. Jim Braun. Picture: 
WBro. John Grevatt.

Freemasonry provided some of the £1,470 donated to The 
Orchards at Wisbech to help fund phase two of a reading 
programme, which has an amazing impact not only on 
children’s reading progress but also their engagement with 
and enjoyment of reading.

The donation came from The Lodge of United Good Fellowship 
No. 809 at Wisbech, the Rotary Foundation and Wisbech 
Rotary Club. The cheque was presented on 7th February by 
WBro. Dr Nigel Williams and WBro. Jack Dalziel, along with 
Maggie Barwell from Wisbech Rotary.

Nigel Williams

Donation to support children’s reading

http://cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk


Provincial Grand Master RWBro. William Dastur was delighted 
to host two receptions for initiates again this year. The first at 
Freemasons’ Hall, Bateman Street, Cambridge, on the 13th April 
and the second at the Masonic Rooms at Wisbech on the 4th June.

After a welcome by the Provincial Grand Master and the 
introduction of his team, presentations were given on charity, 
the work of almoners, the Holy Royal Arch and, for the first 
time, the Light Blues Club. Excellent presentations on the 
Light Blues were given by WBro. Paul Dunham at Cambridge 
and Bro. Graham Clapperton at Wisbech showing what can be 
a very enjoyable fun side to freemasonry.

Both events were well attended and at the conclusion a 
buffet was provided during which the Provincial team were 
questioned on all matters Masonic by not only by our current 
new Brethren, but by their friends and family. It is hoped that 
the Province can host such meetings during 2019 and that all 
invited will be able to attend.

Pat Kilby

Two centres host initiates receptions

Following a successful Kynaston Lodge No. 5810 Ladies 
evening on 24th March where members, their partners and 
guests raised £300, the Worshipful Master, WBro. Shaun 
Rawlinson and his wife, Ginny, presented a cheque to STARS 
Children’s Bereavement Support Service on 6th April.

STARS is a Cambridge charity, which provides counselling 
services to young people facing grief from the loss of a parent 
or other important person in their lives.

Young people need time to be listened to and to speak about 
their fears and hopes for the future, but sometimes that’s 
difficult when others in the family are coping with their own 
grief. It can be helpful for young people to have support from 
someone outside of the family, to enable them to share their 
thoughts and emotions, which if left unexpressed, can lead to 
anger, disruptive behaviour and concentration issues at school.

Shaun and Ginny were very moved to hear some of the heart-
breaking stories surrounding the work of STARS from Anne 
Streather, service manager to the charity.

In her letter of thanks to the Lodge, Anne commente:d “I 
was very pleased to learn about Freemasonry at Kynaston 
Lodge and in particular the Ladies’ Night from which your 
generous donation came. We are immensely grateful for the 
donation towards STARS’ work with bereaved children in 
Cambridgeshire, providing counselling support either before 
or after the loss of someone significant in their lives”

Shaun Rawlinson

Kynaston Lodge donates £300 to STARS

Cantabrigia Chapter Rose Croix has donated £363 to a children’s 
charity chosen by its Most Wise Sovereign, David Parry.

The money has gone to Bumblebee Children’s Charity, based 
in Sproughton, Ipswich, which operates throughout East 
Anglia and is an independent pre-school for children who 
have difficulties with movement and co-ordination.

The children have a wide range of conditions including Down’s 
Syndrome, Cerebral Palsy, Infantile Spasms, Chromosomal 
Abnormalities or Autism. Many have no diagnosis.

Bumblebee provides a unique and holistic form of pre-
school education inspired by and using some of the methods 
used at the Peto Andras Institute for Conductive Education 
in Budapest. The strength of this type of education is that 
the parents/carers are a primary focus of the sessions. All 
aspects of the child’s learning right across the curriculum 
are incorporated.

Parents/carers work with their child – usually as part of a 
group – using toys, games and songs to make the tasks fun. 
The important thing is that they are involved together in the 
learning process and everything that is done in the classroom 
is closely related to what they would do in the home.

Nigel Williams

Rose Croix chapter helps children with movement difficulties

Nigel Williams presenting the cheque to Alison Stonham, charity principal.



When our Provincial Grand Master heard that a group of Suffolk 
Masons planned to cycle to all the lodges in their county to raise 
£15,000 for their Province’s Festival 2019, he reminded them 
that the project must therefore include Newmarket. Although 
in the county of Suffolk, Newmarket comes under the Province 
of Cambridgeshire, and the challenge was duly accepted.

The cyclists visited Logistica Lodge No. 9804 for its meeting 
on 16th July, where RWBro. William Dastur was waiting to 
welcome them. The visitors included the Provincial Grand 
Master of Suffolk, RWBro. Ian Yeldham, along with WBro. Andy 
Gentle, WBro. Nick Moulton and WBro. Bill Dotesio-Eyres.

Team leader of the cyclists, WBro. Andy Gentle, said: “With our 
visit to Logistica, we have now cycled 2,158 miles. Logistica 
Lodge’s generous donation of £500 has taken the total we have 
raised from our cycling challenge to £18,490. Our final target 
was £15,000 so we have exceeded this by some margin. It has 
got me wondering whether we may be able to reach £20,000.”

He added: “For your Lodge, your ProvGM and the Province of 
Cambridgeshire to show such amazing support to our cycling 
challenge and Festival just goes to show the strength and 
camaraderie of Freemasonry. I do hope that we will get the 
opportunity to support you at some point in the future.”

Aims of the cycling quest were to visit all the Suffolk lodges 
to highlight the Festival 2019 and act as a catalyst for the 
fundraising efforts of the entire Province of Suffolk.

“We all very much enjoyed the meeting and the excellent 
initiation ceremony. The festive board was excellent, with a 
very jovial and sociable atmosphere,” added WBro. Gentle.

Andrew Johnson

MCF supports vulnerable children Cyclists accept ProvGM’s challenge

Bullied children too scared for school will now be able to re-
engage with education, thanks to a grant from the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation. The generous grant of £20,000, 
which will contribute to a bursary fund, will allow children 
in Cambridgeshire and beyond to receive academic and 
therapeutic support as part of the Red Balloon programme.

At any one time, there are more than 16,000 students bullied 
out of school around the country, and thousands more 
too traumatised to attend. Red Balloon offers a lifeline to a 
brighter future, but the programme is expensive, and relies 
on generous donations. The Freemasons’ grant, announced in 
March 2018, will allow six to eight students who are currently 
not on roll with Red Balloon to access the recovery programme.

Red Balloon founder, Dr Carrie Herbert said: “We are very 
grateful for the grant from the Freemasons, which will help 
us to support children as they re-engage with school and get 
their lives back on track. The Freemasons have been generous 
supporters of Red Balloon for many years.”

VWBro. John Sherriff, who at the time was Deputy Provincial 
Grand Master, said: “We are very pleased to be helping Red 
Balloon support vulnerable children. Our contribution to the 
bursary fund will assist students who will benefit from the 
support they receive at Red Balloon enabling them to return 
in due course to normal schooling.”

Peter Sutton

John Sherriff, Dr Carrie Herbert and Peter Sutton.

The East Anglian Air Ambulance has been awarded a grant of 
£4,000 from the Masonic Charitable Foundation on behalf of 
the Province of Cambridgeshire.

It is part of an overall grant of £192,000 approved by the 
Charity Grants Committee of the MCF for Air Ambulances and 
equivalent rescue services across England and Wales. Since 2007, 
and including this year’s grant, a total of £2.3 million has been 
donated to Air Ambulances and equivalent rescue services.

David Cameron

Grant to East Anglian Air Ambulance

Another Masonic season is now 
underway, with various degrees being 
conducted around the Province.  The 
Cambridgeshire Light Blues (CLB) are 
moving from strength to strength but 
without the support of the Brethren of 
Cambridgeshire, we are just another club.

The CLB committee is due to meet soon, planning events for 
the next year for you to attend, both Light Blue members and 
Supporters alike. If you have any ideas of events you would 
like to see, or would like to invite the Light Blues to one of 
your events, please either contact secretary@lightblues.club 
or one of the committee listed in the Cambridgeshire year 
book. All committee members are available to chat and give 
information. We are here to support new and young Masons 
across Cambridgeshire, bringing new and old friends together.

Peter Wheeler

Invite the Light Blues

mailto:secretary%40lightblues.club?subject=


The day after installing his successor as Master of Caldwell 
Lodge No. 3201, WBro. Ron Green handed over a cheque 
for £515 to Cancer Research. The cheque was presented 
on 18th April at the Masonic Hall in March by Ron, his wife 
Lyn and treasurer WBro. Frank Allen to Joy Jackson, a local 
representative of the charity.

The money was raised at the Caldwell Ladies Festival held 
on 2nd March when 97 people booked in for the evening. 
Unfortunately, it coincided with a day when the weather 
deteriorated and snow fell. Ten guests were unable to attend 
due to the terrible conditions and some of those that did had 
to leave early. Despite all this, a great evening was had by all 
and the raffle raised £515 for Ron’s chosen charity.

Cliff Brown

Masons at March have been working hard over the summer 
to install a new bar at the town’s Masonic Hall. Led by WBro. 
Brian Sutton and Bro. Poul Nielsen-Bom, of Caldwell Lodge No. 
3201 and Stone Cross No. 6704 respectively, the volunteers 
removed the old bar on 21 July and began the process of 
erecting an impressive oak and Corian structure, at the 
premises in City Road ready for the resumption of Masonic 
meetings in September.

Cliff Brown

Research help from Caldwell

Raising the bar at March

WBro. Green and his wife Lyn with Joy Jackson (centre).

Help for Tuesday Club at March

An organisation providing weekly meetings for the elderly has 
received £400 from Caldwell Lodge No. 3201 based at March.

On 3rd July, WBro. Brian Sutton, charity steward of Caldwell 
Lodge, presented a cheque for £400 to Cheryl Payne, assistant 
organiser of the Tuesday Club, which meets weekly at March 
Town Cricket Club. The donation will be used to treat the 
members to a lunch out or paying for entertainment at a 
future meeting.

The Tuesday Club is part of Age UK, the Country’s largest 
charity dedicated to helping everyone make the most of later 
life. The Tuesday Club was opened in 1991 by the then Prime 
Minister’s wife Norma Major.

Les Mills

Cheryl Payne receives the cheque from Brian Sutton, watched by members of 
the Tuesday Club.

During the year that WBro. Mike Nicholas occupied the chair of 
St. Wendred Lodge No. 8374, his pledge was to raise as much 
money as possible in an effort to support his two local charities 
- Newmarket Open Door and the Marie Curie Cancer Trust.

Through various functions the lodge raised a total of £2468.78 
and on 10th August, WBro. Nicholas together with WBros. 
Barrie Ashworth, Steve Young and Bryn Leaker delivered 
cheques for £1234.39 to each of these worthy causes. Both 
were overwhelmed at the generosity.

Bryn Leaker

Support for Newmarket charities

Organised by WBro. Douglas Gates ProvGTyler, the Province’s 
regalia scheme can provide new or second-hand  Craft and 
Royal Arch regalia at reasonable prices. Donations of unwanted 
regalia are always sought too. All profits from this venture are 
donated to the Province’s Charity for Care and Relief.

Contact WBro. Gates (01223) 570710 for all regalia enquiries

Support the Regalia Fund



Cam trip features in ‘A Lift for Lifelites’

Cambridgeshire featured in an epic 2,500 mile journey to 47 
famous landmarks by Lifelites chief executive Simone Enefer-
Doy, who made the14-day trip to increase awareness of the 
organisation and raised £103,000 for the charity.

Called ‘A Lift for Lifelites’, Simone’s adventure included visiting 
Freemasons in nearly every Province in England and Wales, 
travelling in a wide variety of vehicles, including a Rolls Royce, 
a camper van and a four-seater plane.

Lifelites provides a package of its magical technology at 
every children’s hospice across the British Isles and its work 
is entirely funded by donations. It is supported by Provinces 
from all over the country, including Cambridgeshire.

Simone’s challenge started on 25th May and finished on 7th 
June, by which point her fundraising stood at £103,000. On 
5th June, Simone’s journey included a visit to Cambridgeshire. 
After lunch at Bury St Edmunds, she was taken by car to 
Cambridge for a punt trip on the River Cam and afternoon 
tea. Senior Craft and Royal Arch Masons from Cambridgeshire 
greeted her in Cambridge. They included VWBro. John Sherriff, 
then Deputy Provincial Grand Master; EComp. Tony Just, 
Deputy Grand Superintendent; and WBro. Paul Gillingwater, 
Provincial Grand Charity Steward.

During her afternoon she collected donations from our 
Province of £3,000, after which WBro. Gillingwater, with the 
aid of a vintage Fiat Cinqacento, took Simone on to the next 
leg of her journey.

Her mission was to raise the profile of the work of Lifelites and 
raise more funds to reach more children whose lives could 
be transformed by the technology it can provide. The various 
modes of transport were supplied by Freemasons.

Paul Gillingwater

The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons and the Mark 
Benevolent Fund have supported the Order of St John and St 
John Ambulance for many years. Celebrating its 150th anniversary 
in 2018, the Mark Benevolent Fund has pledged £3,023,700 
for a two-year programme to provide up to 52 replacement 
ambulances and support vehicles, one for each county.

For the three counties that form the Mark Province of East 
Anglia, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire will receive treatment 
centres while Suffolk will get a support vehicle. It will replace 
vehicles donated by the MBF 17 years ago.

The first of the three local vehicles, based at Fakenham in 
Norfolk, was presented on 2nd May in Norwich by RWBro. Paul 
Norman, the Mark Provincial Grand Master, to Surgeon Rear 
Admiral Lionel Jarvis, Prior of the Priory of England and the 
Islands of the Most Venerable Order of St John of Jerusalem.

In July, staff at the HQ of Cambridge St John Ambulance at 
Huntingdon were presented with their new treatment vehicle. In 
attendance was the Deputy Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, High 
Sheriff of Cambridgeshire, the Dean of Peterborough Cathedral 
and Mark Master Masons from the Province of East Anglia.

Paul Norman

Mark fund helps ambulance plan

Bowled over by OSCA

A Mason from March has been honoured with an ‘Outstanding 
Service to Cambridgeshire Cricket’ award. WBro. Les Mills, of 
Caldwell Lodge No. 3201, was delighted to receive the award 
in September from former England captain Graham Gooch 
during the Cricket East Region NatWest OSCAs ceremony at 
Chelmsford, Essex.

WBro. Mills, who is assistant secretary of 
Caldwell Lodge and was its Worshipful 
Master in 2007, serves as secretary of 
the Cambs Cricket Board, is the welfare 
officer for Cambridgeshire County 
Cricket Club, and chairman of March 
Town CC, among many varied local 
roles in the sport, including umpiring 
in the Cambs and Rutland Leagues as 
well as for the MCC.

The NatWest OSCAs (Outstanding Service to Cricket Awards) 
are a reward and recognition scheme to support grass roots 
cricket and the army of volunteers who ensure that it can be 
enjoyed at all levels, with the overall aim of rewarding the 
contribution that these volunteers make to the game.

Cliff Brown
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The 2018 Provincial Golf Day was held on 31st May at Ramsey 
Golf Club. Traditionally, the event is played on a course within 
the Province, however, this year it was decided to take it 
slightly out of the area, albeit in the centre of Cambridgeshire 
in the hope of attracting more players.

Following the torrential rain during the 2017 competition, 
the event was held in very warm conditions on a lush course 
in very good condition. Everybody who played praised the 
standard of the course and especially the staff at Ramsey 
Golf Club who looked after all the players extremely well.

The main competitions were played over 18 holes. However, 
a third of the field, including the ProvGM, RWBro.William 
Dastur and the Past ProvGM, RWBro. Rodney Wolverson, led 
the way by also playing in the morning nine-hole Greensome 
Pairs competition.

The secretary/treasurer of the Golf Association, WBro. Peter 
Corley, of St Andrew Lodge No. 4087 stepped down after 
five years in the role. The chairman, WBro. Kevin Mader, and 
the ProvGM thanked him for all his work over the last few 
years and he went out in style by winning one of the major 
competitions. He is succeeded by WBro. Mike Harding and 
WBro. Richard Rowlett.

Kevin Mader

Hamblin Smith Cup Martin Crutchley, Geoff Sandell,
   and Ian Wilson (5810)
Roy Perks Cup  Tony Dawson (9511)
Isaac Newton Salver Peter Corley (4087)
Sidney Cole Cup  Richard Rowlett (7774)
Widdicombe Cup Ian Wilson (5810)
Corbett Cup  Chris Cohen (7959)
Frank Brittain Cup Tim Dinan (8374)
Chairman’s Cup  Martin Crutchley (5810)
Ernest Mathers Salver William Dastur & John Parker (1492)
Nearest the Pin  Tom French (8374)
Longest Drive  Tom French (8374)

Provincial Golf Day

Bowls players from the Province have donated £500 to our 
Festival 2023 and a further £250 to a local stroke charity. 
The donations were decided at the annual meeting of the 
Cambridgeshire Masonic Bowls Association held at Ely.

The Rushmore Cup was then keenly contested with victory for 
the ‘Mongrels Team’, consisting of Freddie Lawes (Descensus 
Aquarum Lodge), Ron Nutt (Scientific Lodge) and George 
Moger (Gild of Holy Trinity Lodge).

Officers elected were: President, Jim Burt, Kynaston Lodge; 
chairman, Richard Phillips, St Andrew; vice-chairman and 
assistant secretary, George Moger, Gild of Holy Trinity; secretary, 
David Mason, St Andrew; match secretary, Steve Keen, St Andrew.

Any Mason who would like to join this friendly social group 
for the new season should email james-burt@btconnect.com.

George Moger

Donations from bowls players

 

 

 

 

The winning ‘Mongrels’ Team comprising of Freddie Lawes (Descensus Aquarum) Ron 
Nutt (Scientific) and George Moger (Gild of Holy Trinity) receiving the trophy from New 
President Jim Burt (Kynaston). 

 

Jim Burt (second right) presents the Rushmore Cup to the Mongrels team.

Granta Lodge No. 6179 staged its first Newmarket Masonic 
Hall Open Day to encourage new members and, at the same 
time, show off what Freemasonry is, does and achieves. 

A great success, the event on 7th 
July included a social afternoon 
with information on the Craft, a 
tour of the lodge room, a raffle, and 
explanation of the Festival 2023 
and the Grand Charity’s activities.

Organised by the lodge’s social 
committee, the day coincided 
with Newmarket’s Annual 
Carnival and England’s football 
team winning their quarter final 
of the World Cup, so there was 
an atmosphere of joy among 
Masons and guests.

The roast hog was provided and cooked by guest Glen Jones 
to the delight of all who attended. Generous members of 
Granta Lodge provided many prizes for the raffle, which raised 
£500 for the Festival 2023

Other Masonic buildings in the Province were open to the 
public during the Heritage Open Days in September, including 
those at Wisbech and March.

Richard Brown

Newmarket open day helps Festival 2023

mailto:editorcambsmason%40yahoo.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Spring%202015%20Edition
mailto:james-burt%40btconnect.com?subject=

